Grease and Your Sewer System
Did you know that grease from cooking is one of the major causes of
residential sewer main clogs resulting in sewer Backup’s?
Cooking oil and grease are wastes that the city's sewer system cannot handle
and should not be discarded down the drain. Grease, fat and oil can clog
sewer lines, causing sewage back-ups and flooding. Sewage back-ups can
damage personal and public property. By following a few simple steps, you
can help prevent costly sewer spills in the future.
•

Small amounts of cooking oil (this includes salad oil, frying oil and
bacon fat) should be poured into an old milk carton, frozen juice
container, cans or other non-recyclable package, and disposed of in
the garbage.

•

Dishes and pots that are coated with greasy leftovers should be wiped
clean with a paper towel prior to washing or placing in the
dishwasher.

•

Instead of placing fat trimmings from meat down the garbage
disposal, place them in a plastic bag and discard in the garbage can.

DO NOT dump cooking oil, poultry fat and grease into the kitchen sink or
the toilet bowl
DO place cooled cooking oil, poultry and meat fats in sealed containers and
discard with your regular garbage
Sewer Stoppages
When a stoppage occurs, contact the Utilities Services Department at 9278400, Mon-Fri 8:30 AM - 5PM. The City will assess the stoppage to
determine if the blockage is on the City's side of the sewer line or the
homeowner's side of the sewer line. The City will clear blockages that occur
in the main sewer line. Homeowners are responsible for blockages that
occur in the sewer lateral, located between main sewer line and the dwelling.

Eliminating Fats, Oils and Grease from
our Sewers
Just as grease clogs your arteries,
it also clogs the local sewer lines
Where does grease come from?
Most of us know grease as a byproduct of cooking. Grease is found in such
things as:
•
•
•

Meat fats
Shortening
Baked goods

Lard
Cooking oil
Butter and margarine Food scraps
Sauces
Dairy products

Too often, grease is washed into the plumbing system, usually through the
kitchen sink. Grease sticks to the inside of sewer pipes (both on your property
and in the streets). Over time, the grease can build and block the entire pipe.
Commercial additives, including detergents that claim to dissolve grease, may
pass grease down the line and cause problems in other areas.
The results of a grease-blocked sewer pipe can
be:
•

•
•

Raw sewage overflowing in your home or
your neighbor's home
• An expensive and unpleasant cleanup that
often must be paid for by you, the
homeowner (the average cleanup cost is
about $3,000; this does not include replacing carpets and repairing walls)
Potential contact with disease-causing organisms
An increase in operation and maintenance costs by the local sewer
department, which causes higher sewer bills for customers.

Please do your part to keep fats, oils and greases out of the sewer

Sewer Maintenance on Main Wastewater Lines
The City of Benton Harbor primary responsibility for the sewer system is to
maintain unobstructed wastewater flow in the collection system. To
accomplish this, the City routinely cleans sewer lines and performs
preventive maintenance and repairs. If you experience a sewer system
backup or sewer manhole overflowing, please notify the City of Benton
Harbor Utilities Services Department at 927-8471as soon as possible.
Sewer Stoppages
When a stoppage occurs, contact the Utilities Services Department at 9278400, Mon-Fri 8:30 AM - 5PM . The City will assess the stoppage to
determine if the blockage is on the City's side of the sewer line or the
homeowner's side of the sewer line. The City will clear blockages that occur
in the main sewer line. Homeowners are responsible for blockages that
occur in the sewer lateral, located between main sewer line and the dwelling.

